PART IV - THE ANGEL OF THE LORD

We need to talk:

1) How important is the definite article?

- What’s the difference between “He’s a man” and “He’s the man™?
- How does this apply to angels?

- Why is capitalization important?

2) Why do many see Jesus as an angel (archangel), but not as true God?

- What confusions exists in our understanding of the relationship of fathers & sons?
- What is dualism? (And how many “religions” practice it?)

- How does our hymnody sometimes confuse this issue?

3) How can Jesus exist before the Incarnation?(

- See John 8:48-59 > why would this infuriate the Jews?

- Look at Exodus 3:15-18 > Is this a name, a title, a description, all of the above?

- What name did Jesus have in heaven before Matthew 1:21 (and now that He’s ascended)?

IV - THE Angel of the Lord

A) Jesus and the other angels - Hebrews 1:1-14
1) Many times angels were called “sons”
- what is the difference between sons of God and Son of God?

2) What contrast(s) does the author draw in verses 7 & 8?

3) What do the images of wind and flame convey about the angels?
- is this imagery ever used of Jesus?

4) What aspects of God’s character are shown in verses 10-12?
5) What are the angels called in verse 14?
- Does this apply to Jesus as well?
6) In one of our carols we have the line, “Born the King of angels” - is this accurate?

7) How does Mark 1:12-13 help us understand the relationship between Jesus and angels?

B) How to tell THE angel from AN angel (if translation / grammar is faulty)
1) Speaks in the 1 person (sometimes plural)
- an angel will usually say, “thus saith the LORD” or speaks in 3™ person messages

2) Does Divine actions (things only God can do)
- more than just supernatural (strength, foresight, etc.)
- forgiving sins, causing barren wombs to bear, eternal salvation, etc.

3) Has Divine attributes / characteristics
- only God is omniscient, omnipotent, pre-existent / eternal, etc.
- angels come close to, but do not possess thes echaracteristics
4) Bears the Divine name / is called God (see exercise below)



C) Instances of The Angel of the LORD
- Read and passage and tell how we know it’s the preincarnate Christ
1) Genesis 22:11-18
2) Genesis 16:7-13
3) Genesis 32:22-32
4) Exodus 3:1-6
5) Joshua 5:13-15
6) Judges 2:1-5
7) Judges 13:15-22 (Is. 9:6)

N.B. The phrase, “The Angel of the LORD” does not occur anywhere in the New
Testament, not even in Revelation. Why not?

Concluding thoughts:

1) There is pretty compelling evidence that THE Angel is the preincarnate 2" person of the
Trinity; thought the name “Jesus” was not given until His conception

2) This is not a matter of salvation (minor doctrine), so no heresy to disagree

3) Beyond a few vague verses, we really don’t know the hierarchy (political structure) of
heaven or how the angels are organized / ranked. To say Jesus is “King of the Angels” is true
as He is King over all things, but can’t read too much into that title.

Coming up next week: The Fallen Ones (Anung nu Rama)



THE MINISTERING SPIRITS
Part V - the Fallen Ones

Let’s talk about it:
1) What’s the difference between a demon and a devil?
2) What do we call a being who is %2 god an %2 mortal? (Greeks)

3) What are the two mistakes we can fall into when studying demons? (Remember Screwtape)

V) Fallen Angels
A) The great rebellion
1) What do we learn of Lucifer’s rebellion from Revelation 12:7-12

2) What do learn from Isaiah 14:12-15?

3) What can be gleaned from Ezekiel 28:12-19

4) Are the last two verses about human kings or angelic beings?

5) Look at Luke 10:18. When did Jesus see this?

6) How many angels fell with Lucifer? (Rev. 12:4)

7) Look at revelation 20:10 > Has Satan been judged yet? What about his “kingdom™?

Extra: Where do we get most of our ideas about the Fall of Lucifer and Hell?

B) Pan-daemonium (all demons) - the kingdom of Satan
1) What are some of the names for Satan’s kingdom

Genesis 37:35
Luke 16:19-30

2 Chron. 28:1-4 &
Matthew 5:22, 18:8

Revelation 20:15
Revelation 21:8




Daniel 12:2 &
Matthew 25:46

Isaiah 66:24 &
Mark 9:48

Matthew 22:13

Why are there so many names / descriptors for hell (many more than heaven)

2) The demonic hierarchy (according to St. Thomas Aquinas & used by Dante)
An inverted hierarchy of angels (archangels become archdemons, etc.)

Rank 1: The parody of the Trinity

Satan (Father) - Ruler, Prince, Arch-Demon, Father of lies, murderer, accuser
Beelzebub (Son) - Lord of the Flies, master of the Dung Heap, rules Gehenna
Baal (Spirit) - Canaanite god of storms, wind, and fertility? (7" Circle)

Rank 2: The demon princes (under the big three, but above all the others)
Mammon - demon of wealth
Asmodeus - demon of lust
Belphagor / Baphomet - demon of sloth

Rank 3: The temptions (not the singing group)

Leviathan - demon of envy
Astaroth / Ashtoreth - demoness of sexual temptation (succubi / Lilith)
Marchosias / legion - warrior demon / general of the armies of Hell (minions)

All other fallen angels are assigned to these “potentates” and under their authority. Hell
1s “ruled” through fear and power and each rank downward is closer to humanity (that is, Lucifer
is closer to an angel / God than a succubus would be). The “big three” stand in eternal
opposition to God’s will and commands; the others follow out of weakness and fear.

C) What powers do demons have? (Seen mostly through possession / activities)
1) Physical harm - destroy by soul by tormenting the body (inc. deaf, mute, etc.)
- Job 2:4-6
- Mark 9:14-29
2) Causing harm to others (increased strength)
- Mark 5:1-4
-Acts 19:11-17
3) Inciting false religion / corruption of the truth
- I Corinthians 10:18-22
- II Corinthians 4:4
- I Timothy 4:1
4) Deception and lies
- II Corinthians 11:14
- John 8:44



5) General hostility and warfare against God’s people
- Ephesians 6:13-20

6) Instigator of persecution (power behind human evil activity)
- Luke 22:31
- Revelation 2:10

D) The Nephalim (didn’t know where to put them in this study)
1) The Hebrew word “to fall” is niph’al; Nephalim = fallen ones
2) Only occurs a few times in Scripture
- Genesis 6:1-4
- Numbers 13:33
3) Who were these “sons of God” in Genesis 6
- Theory 1: angels cast out of heaven, but not condemned / imprisoned in Hell
- Theory 2: sons of Seth, Adam’s 3™ born who kept to the ways of his father
- Theory 3: some variety of celestial being we have no record of
4) Enoch (Enoch 1-33 is pre-flood history) expounds n them greatly
- they are / were of the Gregorii, the Watchers
- They left heaven willingly (not cast out) because of the beauty of the daughters of
men and their desire to shaboink them
- Their offspring became giants; whether that’s size or brawn, or brains is unknown
- According to Enoch, these “Watchers” also taught mankind the ways of magic (how
To tap into supernatural power), metalsmithing, and jewelry making
- Much of the “violence upon the face of the earth” pre-flood is attributed to them
5) 1* objection - angels are spirits so how can they reproduce?
- Hebrews 1:14
- Yet we have seen angels walk, hold swords, kick people, roll stones, etc.
- We don’t see female angels in Scripture, so maybe that’s why no offspring?
6) 2™ objection - Jesus said that angels do not marry in Matthew 22:30
- that also has the qualifier “in heaven”; we’re not told what happens on earth
- /does one need to be married to bring forth children? (40% of kids today)
7) 3" objection - “and also afterward” in 6:4
- after what? This is the Flood chapter, so it presumed after the flood that the
Nephalim, or at least some of their genetic material, survived the Deluge
- Anak and his kin in Numbers 13 are descended from the Nephalim and giants

The Septuagint translates the Hebrew Nephalim as Gigantes, from which we get giants, So
giants (including Goliath of Gath) are somehow related to nephalim - but that’s another study.

Next week: Michael and the Warrior angels & “the angel of death”



THE MINISTERING SPIRITS

Part 6 - Warrior angels

Suit up!
1) What is a “host”? (As in “the heavenly host™)
- the Hebrew word for “host” is Sabbaoth

2) In Jesus’ day, how many soldiers were in a legion?
- not counting auxilium or camp followers

3) How do the angels as warriors show up in our prayers?
- Now I lay me down to sleep....
- St. Patrick’s shield

- other “protection” prayers?

Bonus movie clip (I hope): The tomb is opened (from series “A.D.”)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_50nIxekI71

* read Matthew 28:1-4
* How well do you think “Hollywood” captured the text?
* What would it take to make a Roman Legionnaire collapse in fear?

VI - Angels as God’s Warriors

A) A note on spiritual warfare
1) Read Ephesians 6:10-20
2) In what way(s) are we at war?
3) Who is the true enemy?
4) Is victory - in this world - certain?
5) Is victory - ultimately - certain?
6) Do we “fight” alone?
7) What’s the overlap between guardian angels and warrior angels?

B) The hosts of heaven
1) What military function do the cherubim serve in Genesis 3:24?

2) What military imagery is used in Psalm 34:7?

3) How big is God’s army according to Psalm 68:17?

4) Describe Revelation 20:1-3 in modern military terms

5) What was the “shock and awe” of 2 Kings 6:15-23

6) How did God use His “army” in 2 Kings 19:14-20, 32-37 (also Isaiah 37:36-37)?
7) Whom did Joshua meet before the battle of Jericho in Joshua 5:13-15



C) “He who is like God”, the Archangel Michael
1) Michael seems to be the “Stormin’ Norman” of heaven’s hosts

2) Some claim Michael is Jesus (preincarnate in OT, Jesus disguised in NT)
* What would support such a claim?
* What would speak against such a claim?

3) Look at Daniel 10:10-20. What do we learn of Michael here?

4) Michael appears again in Daniel 12:1-4. What does he (He?) do there?

5) Revelation 12:7-12 describes Michael as chief adversary against the satan
- How do angels “fight”, being non-corporeal? (Milton got imaginative!)
- How does this show Michael as an archangel?

6) Read Revelation 19:11-21. Who is leading heaven’s hosts?

7) Look at Matthew 26:53. How many “soldiers” are under Christ’s command?

D) The Destroyer / Angel of death
1) The phrase, “the angel of death” occurs nowhere in Scripture

2) A common TV / movie trope - with some basis as a guiding angel (next week)
3) The one(s) who carry out divine judgment are called mashhit; the destroyer

- occasionally translated “the destroying angel”

- occurs in both the singular and the plural (destroyer and destroying angels)
4) Responsible for the 10™ plague on Egypt in Exodus 12:23 / Psalm 78:49
5) Seen again with God’s judgment on Jerusalem for David’s census

- 2 Samuel 24:15-16

- I Chronicles 21:15

- What’s different in these two accounts?
6) Paul also speaks of the mashhitim in I Corinthians 10:10
7 This might be the angel who appeared to Balaam in Numbers 22:31-33



