
Based on LCMS theology and resources, Romans 4:3—"Abraham believed God, and it was 

credited to him as righteousness" (ESV)—is a foundational text for the doctrine of justification 

by grace alone through faith alone. It is interpreted as the scriptural proof that salvation is a 

gift, not a wage earned by works. [1, 2, 3, 4]  

 

Core Meaning of Romans 4:3 in LCMS Theology:  

• Justification by Faith Alone: The verse demonstrates that Abraham was declared 

righteous by God based on his faith in God's promise, not on his own merits, works, or 

keeping of the law.  

• Imputed Righteousness: "Credited" (or "accounted") means that righteousness is not 

inherently earned by man but is imputed—credited to our account by God. This is often 

described as an "alien righteousness" (the righteousness of Christ) being credited to the 

sinner.  

• The Object of Faith: Abraham’s faith was not just a general belief in God, but trust in 

God's promise of the Savior (the seed). Today, this means trusting in the finished work of 

Christ—His death and resurrection—for the forgiveness of sins.  

• Contrast with Works: Paul uses this verse to contrast two ways of approaching God: 

works (which result in a debt owed by God) and faith (which receives righteousness as a 

free gift).  

• Continuity of Grace: LCMS teaching emphasizes that there is only one covenant of grace, 

both in the Old and New Testaments. Abraham was saved by the same faith in the 

coming Messiah that Christians now have in the accomplished work of Jesus. [5, 6, 7, 8, 

9, 10, 11]  

Contextual Points in LCMS Resources:  

• Pre-Circumcision: Abraham was declared righteous before he was circumcised, showing 

that sacraments/ceremonies are not the cause of justification, but rather signs and seals 

of the righteousness that comes by faith.  

• "Him Who Justifies the Ungodly": Romans 4:5, which expands on this, is viewed as the 

"miracle" of justification—God declares righteous those who are, in themselves, 

ungodly.  

• Certainty of Salvation: Because justification is entirely God's act (reckoning), it provides 

a "solid sure hope" for the believer, rather than the uncertainty that comes from relying 

on one's own works. [1, 6, 9]  
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In summary, for the LCMS, Romans 4:3 means that like Abraham, sinners are declared righteous 

by God solely on the basis of faith in His promise, which takes hold of the righteousness of 

Christ. [1, 6, 12]  
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