RUNNING ON JOY

A& STUDY OF NEHEMIAH
Part 1 - Nehemiah’s world

Let’s talk about it:
1) If you had the chance to return (permanently) to your ancestral homeland, would you?

2) Why were temples seen as “high value targets™?

3) When are “thoughts and prayers” an inadequate response to a situation?

I) In the days of Nehemiah, governor of Judah

A) Meanwhile, back at the ranch....
1) Ezra is often studied along with Nehemiah - kind of form one unit
- Ezra returned from Susa (Persia) 12 years earlier to rebuild the Temple
- Ezra was the priest, so political / civic affairs was not his arena
- The Temple was rebuilt by Nehemiah’s time, but the city was still in ruins
2) The prophet Malachi was also prophesying during this time
3) These three books represent the end of the Old Testament (mid 400’s BC)
B) Who’s on the throne (All years BC)
1) 722 - Samaria falls to the Assyrians (Northern Kingdom of Israel wiped out)
* Most men of fighting age / ability killed
* Women and children taken to Nineveh as slaves
* Jonah sent to Nineveh to preach repentance
2) 722-710
* Assyrians settle in conquered Israel and rebuild Samaria
* Much intermingling of peoples and religions in the former Northern Kingdom
* Aramaic becomes the lingua franca (common tongue)
3) 612-609 Babylonian conquest
* Babylon allies with the Medes and overthrows Assyrian overlords
* Battle of Harran in 609 was the “nail in the coffin” for Assyrian Empire
4) 609-539 Babylonian Empire
* If tribute was paid, Babylon didn’t bother Palestine
* Samaria was a Babylonian ally (paid tribute, provided military forces, etc)
* 594-587 > Jerusalem rebels and is destroyed
- Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the walls of Jerusalem in 589 and took many Jews,
like Daniel, as exiles / hostages to Babylon
- 587 Johoiachim revolts (again) and Jerusalem is sacked and Temple destroyed
- All influential Jews deported to Babylon (unskilled / uneducated can stay)
* Isaiah ends and Jeremiah begins during this Babylonian time
* 539 Cyrus of Persia (and Mede) defeats Babylonians at battle of Opis
5) 539 - 331 Persian rule
* Cyrus issued decree in 537 allowing Jews to return to Jerusalem
* 521 -486 time of Darius I and Daniel (lion’s den)
* 485-465 time of Xerxes I (Ahasuerus) and Queen Esther (Haddasah)
* 485-465 Xerxes I reign



- Ezra given permission to return and rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem
* Jerusalem remains under Persian occupation (garrisoned)
* Greco-Persian wars begin
- in 490 Darius I was defeated at the battle of Marathon, died in 486
- in 480 Xerxes invaded Greece (Thermopylae & burning of Athens)
- Straits of Salamis (480) wiped out Persian navy and Xerxes withdrew
* 464 - 424 reign of Artaxerxes |
- Time of Nehemiah & Malachi
- Artaxerxes gives Nehemiah permission to rebuild Jerusalem
* this overturned a ruling by Xerxes against the rebuilding of the walls
- Rebuilding the city walls (2 miles) and gates (8) took just 52 days
- Not much trouble with the Greeks during his reign
- had a revolt in Egypt to put down (Judah the land bridge to Egypt from Persia)

C) Samaritan opposition
1) Samaria (and Galilee) was a satrap (province) of the Persian Empire
2) Samaria grew into the major local power during the Exile
- Kind of like NYC vs. NY Metro
- Was “repopulated” with people from Aram (Syria / Assyria)
- Developed their own religion and culture and Aramaic replaced Hebrew
- When Babylon defeat Assyria, Samaria became a vassal to Babylon
- When Babylon was defeated by Persia, Samaria simply switched fealty
3) Broke away from the Aaronic / Levitical line
- Mt Gerazim (Shechem) was the center for religion with its own temple
- Mt. Gerazim and Mt. Zion were in a power struggle for religious center
- Temples to many other gods and goddesses scattered throughout Samaritan lands
4) How the Persians treated these satraps / vassal “kingdoms”
- Pay your taxes and keep trade flowing = no problems
- Often left to their own devices (functionally self-governing) under Persian “princes’
- Samaria too small for a governor / Persian born “prince”
- Were supposed to enact / follow the decrees of the Emperor
5) Because of Judah’s exile and destruction, Samaria sort of “usurped” Judahite lands
6) Samaritans were / are “mixed” religiously and ceremonially
- Kept many of the same feasts as their Judahite counterparts (esp.Succoth)
- Dietary laws were greatly relaxed (Samaritans ate shellfish - Phoenician influence)
- Pork was common in the more “Gentile” areas such as Galilee
7) Returning Jews did not accept Samaritans, Samaritans did not like Jews

b

D) Breakdown of the Book (and the study)
1) Return - Chapters 1 & 2
2) Rebuild - Chapters 3 - 7:4
3) Repent - Chapters 8 - 10
4) Restore - Chapters 11 - 13

For next week read chapters 1 & 2 of Nehemiah and Ezra 4:7-24



