
Running on Joy 
A Study of nehemiah 

Part 4 - Repentance (chapters 7-10) 
 

We need to talk: 

    1) How do you know when you’ve done something wrong? 

    2) What does repentance have to do with joy? 

    3) What does it mean to be “a holy people” (I Peter 2:9) 

 

IV) Repentance and renewal 

    A) The right man for the job - vocations in Nehemiah 7:1-72 

1) What is a “vocation”? 

2) Can you have more than one vocation? 

3) Why is it important to have the right person in the right vocation at the right time? 

4) Why do we take roll call at voters’ meetings and other times? 

5) Why dedicate so much ink and paper to a roll call? 

      * These are the lists of exiles who returned in 533 and teir offspring 

6) What are some of the vocations listed in this chapter? 

7) Is anyone living in Jerusalem yet? (Verse 73) 

 

      B) The reading of the Law (8:1-8) 

1) How long had it been since the people heard the Law of the Lord? 

2) How was this a fitting “inauguration” to the rebuilt city? 

3) Why would the people need to hear and understand the Law before the walls (and  

     hence the rebuilt city) could be dedicated? 

4) The “seventh month” (Tishri) was an important festival month 

     * The feast of trumpets on 1 Tishri  (Num. 29:1-6)  now called Rosh Hashanah 

     * Yom Kippur (Day of atonement) on 10 Tishri (Num. 29:7-11) 

     * Succoth (festival of booths) on 15-21 Tishri (Num. 29:12-34) 

     * “a sacred assembly” on 22 Tishri (Num. 29:35-38) 

5) Who / what is Ezra?  Priest?  Scribe?  Scholar?  Teacher? 

6) How long would it take to read the entire Penteteuch aloud? 

     * Ezra read for about 6 hours - Reader’s Digest version? 

7) Who elese were the “service assistants”? 

      C) And the crowd goes wild… (8:9-12) 



1) What was the peoples’ reaction to hearing and understanding the Law? 

2) How is verse 10 a summary of the book of Nehemiah? 

3) Do we rejoice that we have heard and understoof the Word of God? 

      D) Let’s celebrate Succoth (8:13-18) 

1) What is the most ancient church tradition you can think of? 

2) What’s the difference between Tradition and traditions?  (last month’s Witness) 

3) Look at Leviticus 23:33-43 

4) How long had it been since God’s people kept the feast of booths? 

5) What was Ezra doing during this feast? 

6) How was this a fitting festival for those who had returned from Exile? 

7) How does this festival reflect the reforms enacted in chapter 5? 

      E) Confession and Covenant (9:1-10:26) 

1) When was the last time you attended a corporate service of repentance? 

2) Is this “out of place” given the joyous festival of booths?  (See 8:9) 

3) How did the day begin?  Why? 

4) How does recounting their history lead to repentance? 

5) What is the chief “sin” being confessed? 

6) What is the main request asked of God in 9:32-38) 

7) What action follows this legnthy prayer of confession? 

     F) The fine print (10:28-39) 

1) Why note the signatories of this covenant? 

2) What obligation in laid on the people in verse 30? 

3) What do they further promise in verse 31? 

4) Is verse 32 the first example of “blue laws”? 

5) What is being promised in verses 33-34? 

6) How is verse 40b a summary of all that they have pledged? 

7) What “covenants” have you entered into as a member of a congregation? 

 

Next week Restore and Repopulate - chapters 11-13 


