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COLOSSIANS

Part 1 - Thanksgiving

We need to talk:

1) If Paul were to write a letter to your congregation, what would be its tone?

2) Who is Jesus?

- show me your Jesus, I'I Itell you your denomination

3) For what are you most thankful? Thankful to whom?

I) What's happening in Colossae

A) Background info on Colossae

1) Dates back (possibly) to the Hittite period of 1700°s BC
2) By the time of the Persian Empire it was a wealthy and influencial city

3) Located in the Lycus valley in Asia Minor (Anatolia) near Ephesus and Laodicea

4) By Paul's day it had dwindled to a relatively minor city (about 10-25,000 persons)
5) Known for its woolen industry - Colossimus is Greek for "dyed wool"

6) Also known for a cult of angel worship in the 1st Century AD

7) City was destroyed in the 4th Crusade (1192 AD) and never rebuilt

8) Epaphras and Philemon are reported to come from Colossae (1st & 2ntd bishops)
9)Many different Gospels were circulating at this time (60-65 AD)

B) Greetings from Paul (1:1-2)
1) What do you know about Paul (aka Saul of Tarsus)?

2) How does he describe himself in this salutation?

3) What's the difference between Christ Jesus and Jesus Christ? (Word order matters)

4) What is an apostle?

5) How did Paul become one?

6) Who is with Paul as he writes this?

7)What are some other ways "holy and faithful" might be expressed?

C) Thanksgivings (1:3-14)
1)What is Paul thankful for?

2) How does he know about this?

3)Where do expressions of faith and love come from?

4) What has been happening to the gospel throughout the known world?

5) What might still be lacking in Colossae?



6) What does "a life worthy of the Lord" look like?

7) What is "the inheritance of the saints"?

8) What does Paul mean by "the dominion of darkness"?

- how is a dominion different from a kingdom?

9) What does it mean to be redeemed?

GOYB (Get off your butt) exercises for this week

1) Send a thank you card /note/email to someone

2) Pray for our leaders and our nation (kingdom)

3) Bear fruit - do something in keeping with the faith into which you were called

Next week: Colossians 1:15-2:5

How do we "see" Christ?

Paul's labors for the church




















